The occurrence of multiple molecules (Z¢) in the unit cell has been analyzed only sporadically. 1, 2 A recent review by Steed 3 is an attempt to bring some order into what many crystal chemists have dismissed as a crystallographic oddity. It is impossible to predict from the molecular structural formula of a compound if the crystal structure will contain multiple molecules in the asymmetric unit. The phenomenon is thought to be uncommon, and the fundamental issues concerning it may remain an enigma for some time to come, but however, a closer study of Z¢ > 1 structures is bound to be worthwhile for organic systems, since as the number and variety of molecules being examined world wide for crystal engineering applications is increasing at a rapid pace.
The bark of Combretum caffrum, an African Willow tree, contains oxygenated stilbene derivatives, 1 designed as combrestatins. These compounds belong to a class of natural products with a strong affinity to bind to distinct sites in btubulin, and to induce apoptotic cellular breakdown 2,3 via arrest of the cell-cycle at the transition of metaphase to anaphase. [4] [5] [6] These natural products have displayed remarkable biological activity. The most essential feature of these biologically active compounds is the fixed distance between two aryl rings; and this could be attributed to the tubulin affinity to the double bond of the stilbene unit. 7 The phenyl rings in stilbenes may be cis or trans to each other. The impact of the geometry on the tubulin affinity of combretastatins has not been researched thoroughly. 8, 9 Therefore, an attempt was made to synthesise some substituted stilbene derivatives for an in-vitro clinical assessment.
The frequency of multiple molecule (Z¢) values has been documented for organic crystal structures using the Cambridge (2000), 10 according to which 95.3% of the organic-crystal structures contain Z¢ = 1/2, 1 and 2. This makes the present case (Z¢ = 10) quite interesting, not only in terms of the large value of Z¢, but also due to the difficulty encountered in making X-ray diffraction-quality single crystals of substituted stilbenes. 11 The title compound was prepared by the condensation of phenyl acetic acid and aldehyde. The reaction involves an intermediate formation of b-hydroxy acid, which is normally expected to undergo trans-elimination. This would result in two phenyl rings being trans to each other. However, XRD studies have revealed that the two phenyl rings are cis-to each other. This can be rationalized by considering that in the intermediate state the configuration of the CO2H and hydroxyl group must be cis. The title compound was analyzed by spectral methods. The crystallographic data are summarized in Table 1 . An ORTEP view of the molecule indicating the atom numbering scheme is shown in Fig. 2 .
Ten molecules in the asymmetric unit were observed, which are labeled as molecule A -J. The structure was carefully tested for any relationship with a higher-symmetry space group using the program PLATON, 12 but none could be found. The bond lengths and bond angles in the ten independent molecules are normal and comparable with the related structures. 13, 14 All the asymmetric molecules are non-planar. The dihedral angles between the aromatic ring planes lie in the range 69.0(2)˚ -77.9(2)˚ (Table 2S) .
A packing view of the molecules in the unit cell viewed down the a-axis is shown in Fig. 3 . Hydroxy atom O2 acts as a donor in forming the continuous chains of classical hydrogen bonds. Chains of molecules are packed together to form well-defined layers. Molecules within the layers are stabilized by C-H·p hydrogen bonds.
These hydrogen bonds precludes any approach between planar aromatic systems, and consequently any p -p contacts, perhaps the most common interaction among aromatic ligands. The minimum p -p distance observed is 4.864(6)Å between the chlorophenyl ring of molecule C and the phenyl ring of molecule G. Details of the O-H·O and C-H·p hydrogen bonds are given in Table 3S . 
